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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (BIJEDIC, DZEMAL) YO 
SUBJECT: BIJEDIC INTERVIEW 

1. PRIME MINISTER BIJEDIC WAS INTERVIEWED FOR CHICAGO DAILY 
NEWS MARCH 12. EMBASSY OBTAINED CORRESPONDENT'S UNCLEARED 
NOTES OF INTERVIEW AS OFFICIALLY INTERPRETED INTO ENGLISH 
(PLEASE KEEP IN CONFIDENCE). FOLLOWING SELECTED COMMENTS 
MAY BE OF INTEREST: 

2. BIJEDIC SAID HE WOULD BE CARRYING MESSAGE FROM TITO FOR 
PRESIDENT FORD, "SINCE THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT VISIT". 

3. BIJEDIC PRESENTED ECONOMIC ISSUES AND INCREASE OF US- 
YUGOSLAV TRADE (INDICATING TRADE COULD BE DOUBLED IN YEAR OR 
TWO) AS IMPORTANT GOALS OF VISIT. HE WILL HOPE TO EDUCATE 
AMERICANS ON YUGOSLAVIA'S REGULATIONS GOVERNING JOINT ECONOMIC 
VENTURES, AND EMPHASIZE ITS INTEREST IN IMPORTING MORE US 
EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY. 

4. TO QUESTION ON TITO'S HEALTH BIJEDIC REPLIED "EXCELLENT". 
CORRESPONDENT ASKED IF TITO PARTICIPATES IN DAILY GOVERN- 
MENTAL AFFAIRS, AND BIJEDIC REPLIED THAT HE IS INFORMED DAILY 
ON GOVERNMENT AND PARTY ACTIVITIES, IN BOTH DOMESTIC AND 
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FOREIGN POLICY THAN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS". 

5. WHEN QUERIED ABOUT TITO'S STATEMENTS ON MIHAJLOV (IN SPEECH 
TO CC SESSION FEB 26), AND YUGOSLAV REACTION TO WESTERN PRESS 
ARTICLES, BIJEDIC STATED THAT WESTERN PRESS COMMENTARY WAS 
DIRECTED AT "OUR POLICY". "THESE PEOPLE LIKE MIHAJLOV ARE 

NOT IMPORTANT (BUT THEY ARE) BEING PUSHED BY SOMEONE BEHIND 
THEM TO CREATE DISSATISFACTION IN YUGOSLAVIA. THESE CASES 
ARE CONSEQUENTLY BEING TAKEN TO PROVE THAT THERE IS NO FREEDOM 
AND DEMOCRACY IN THE COUNTRY. BUT.. .SUCH CASES OCCUR ALL 
OVER THE WORLD AND EVERY COUNTRY IS DOING ALL IT CAN TO 
DEFEND ITS SYSTEM." BIJEDIC AFFIRMED THAT HIS WORDS WOULD 
APPLY EQUALLY WELL TO COMINFORMISTS, TO ANYONE OPPOSED TO SELF- 
MANAGEMENT DEMOCRACY. 

6. ON NEW CONSTITUTION, BIJEDIC SAID NO FURTHER AMENDMENTS 
ARE CONTEMPLATED, THOUGH NOTHING IN YUGOSLAVIA IS HOLY AND 
EXEMPT FROM CHANGE. HOWEVER, LAWS AND REGULATIONS MUST STILL 
BE RECONCILED WITH CONSTITUTION. 

MILLER 
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